
7th Grade Curriculum
English Language Arts

Mrs. Ruskauff 
2020-2021 School YearREADING

SPEAKING

WRITING



Back to School Night 
Presentation
For Parents of Students from 
Mrs. Ruskauff’s Periods 1 and 3 



Contacting the 

Teacher and 

Teacher Website

Please check the weekly 
agenda, in students’ Google 
classroom, regularly for the 

daily lessons and assignments.  
On the Sutter Middle School 

website under teacher 
website link, the teacher’s 

webpage may also be viewed 
for additional updates and 
materials. Email as often as 
needed, whenever questions 

or concerns arise.
This presentation is for the year’s 
curriculum for both distance learning 
and traditional classroom learning.



Reading:What will be read this year?

● The Giver
○ by Lois Lowry

● The Outsiders
○ by S. E. Hinton

● The Call of the Wild
○ by Jack London
○ a multi-media study

● Teacher approved novels for 
Book Reviews/Reports

● Various informative 
texts from selected 
articles, essays and 
media presentation.

● Fictional texts including 
short stories, poetry and 
narratives.

● Study Sync curriculum 
reading materials.



Writing: What will be written this year?

● Essays
○ Informative/expository
○ Argumentative
○ Compare-Contrast
○ Research Essays

● Short response/Paragraphs
Poetry - formats/styles

● Narratives/Creative Writing
● Book reviews/reports
● StudySync writing curriculum

Writing as a process:
Prewriting
Outlining
Drafting
Revising/editing
Collaborative Peer feedback

>  MLA (Modern Language Association) 
formatting required

>  Study Guide and Writing Reference Guide 
available to students on teacher website

>  Works Cited Page for citing references and 
sources



Speaking:  What will be shared?
● Students are expected to participate 

and add to small group discussions and 
collaborate in discussions with others 
in the classroom.

● Students are expected to participate 
in class discussions providing feedback 
and interpretations when asked.

● Students will always be given the 
opportunity to prepare for 
presentations through examples, 
practice and peer feedback.

● Students will be given opportunities to 
prepare their responses before being 
asked to present.

Three (or more) presentations 
throughout the year.  A 
minimum of one each trimester. 

Book review presentations
An Argumentative speech
An informative speech
Small group presentations
Large group/whole class 

discussions
Small group discussions



Grammar:What will be taught? And how?

● This schoo
l year gr

ammar will 

require t
he use of

 the follo
wing 

materials a
nd progra

ms:

● Study Sync Grammar Units

○ Available t
o student

s 

through G
oogle clas

sroom

● No Red In
k Website

● Khan Academy Website 

● Each is u
sed for p

ractice 

lessons, 
quizzes, 

diagnosti
c 

testing

Editing Process● Using peer and teacher feedback, 

students will review the 
importance of fixing errors in 

their own work for standard 

English writing expectations.
● Students will be expected to 

follow MLA (Modern Language 

Association) formatting guidelines 

when submitting papers to Google 

classroom and otherwise.



Vocabulary, 
Spelling and Root 
Words
● Greek and Latin Roots

○ 2 roots per week
○ 50 roots total

● Must know…
○ meaning of root
○ words using the root

● Will use online sites to study for 
root words 
○ Quizlet.com

● Academic Vocabulary
● Unit Worksheets

○ Completed in unit packets 
through Google classroom

● One per week vocabulary packets 
of 10 words including study of…
○ Word usage
○ Definition of word
○ synonyms/antonyms

● Spelling lists 
○ 20 words every two weeks.
○ Spelling tests online 
○ Access of lists on 

■ Spellingcity.com



Grading Policy and Redo Work
Each assignment is given a point value and is graded using a 
percentage scale. Some assignments are given more weighted point 
totals than others depending on the time and rigor required. 
Students may be required to redo an assignment if it does not meet 
the expectations (such as sloppy work, incomplete, did not follow 
directions, etc.) before a grade is given. Any assignment that is, or 
required to be, “redone” must be turned in within one week (7 days) 
of receiving the first score from the teacher. 



Late Work

During Distance Learning, all 

student work must be turned 

in and submitted through 

Google Classroom 

assignments.  Students should 

not email work to teacher 

unless asked to do so.

If there is a specific reason that an 
assignment will not be turned in on time, 
contact the teacher prior to the due 
date. Up to one week may be given for 
turning it in. The student must notify 
the teacher of the late submission, 
including the title and original due date 
of submission. Students must notify 
teacher when the assignment is redone 
and resubmitted.  No assignments will 
be accepted after the two-week mark.



Dear Parents:
Thank you for being the support on the homefront.  You are 
the reason schools are able to move forward with educating.  
You are the reason teachers can move forward with teaching 
students. For your time and patience during this time I am 
humbly grateful. Please join me via email during Back to School 

Night, Wednesday, September 2, between the hours of 6-7:45 PM.  
I look forward to answering your questions.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Ruskauff


